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The association ”SIGN - Italian 
Scientists in Germany Network” 
was inaugurated on October 12, 
2022, at the Embassy of Italy in 
Berlin. Over 120 persons attended 
the event, opened by the 
Ambassador of Italy, 
H.E. Armando Varricchio, and 
featuring a speech, among others, 
by the President of the National 
Research Council, Professor Maria 
Chiara Carrozza.  
 
SIGN is a network of Italian scientist active in Germany, initiated and promoted by 
the Ambassador of Italy. SIGN aims at supporting the research of Italian scholars in 

Germany and emphasizing their 
excellence in many areas. SIGN also 
intends to play a role as a think-tank 
facilitating the transfer of 
experiences and practices developed 
by Italian scientists with long-time 
experience in Germany to the Italian 
scientific community, and helping 
stimulate a "brain gain" in favor of 
the Italian research system. 
  
According to Ambassador Varricchio, 

“Scientific cooperation is one of the pillars of the relationship between Italy and 
Germany, and it can already count on the precious contribution of Italian researchers 
to German academia and research”. It is now necessary to "rebalance the flow of 
human capital from Italy to Germany, thanks also to the investments of the National 
Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR) to improve the international attractivity of our 
country. This", added the Ambassador, "is strictly functional to the need for 
technological knowledge and innovation, as deciding factors for the future 
competitiveness of Italy, Germany, and Europe". 
 

 
The founding members at the inauguration. 

 
Ambassador Varricchio signs the foundation act with 

prof. M. C. Carrozza (CNR) and SIGN Director G. Cuniberti. 
 



 
 

Structure 
SIGN was founded by about fifty prominent Italian scientists active in Germany, over 
25 of them present in Berlin at the official signing ceremony. The relevant documents 
the list of the founding members, the foundation act issued by the Notary, and the 
Statute, current as of September 2023, are in the Appendixes to this report. 
 
SIGN has an Executive Board, which was nominated in the founding meeting in 
October 2022, and will be renewed in October 2024. The founding Executive Director 
and Chairman of the Board of SIGN is Professor Gianaurelio Cuniberti (TU Dresden); 
the board includes Andreas Aumüller, Honorary Consul of Italy in Dresden 
(treasurer), and profs. Sakura Pascarelli (Eu-XFEL; secretary), Chiara Franceschini 
(LMU Munich), Cristina Polidori (U Köln), Emanuele Gatti (TH Dessau), and Vincenzo 
Fiorentini (Italian Embassy and U Cagliari).  The presence of the latter in the Board 
testifies the importance of the Embassy as networking hub for Italian scientists 
within Germany. As per Statute, an ordinary Assembly of the members is called for 
by the Board on a yearly basis, and an extraordinary Assembly can be called for by 
any group of members numbering at least 15% of the total.   
 
It is appropriate to mention here the very open formulation of the membership 
requirements, aiming at the broadest possible audience having a consolidated 
relation to Italy. As summarized on the SIGN site: You can apply for individual 
membership irrespective of citizenship if you work or have recently worked in Germany 
in science or technology, in academia or industry, and have received scientific 
education or training, or held research positions in Italy. Scientists from all disciplines 
(physical sciences and engineering, life sciences, social sciences and humanities) are 
eligible. 
 

Corporate affairs and management 
 
In the academic year 2022-2023, the zero-th year of its existence, SIGN has been 
engaged in critical administrative tasks to ensure its own functioning. This included 
at first the procurement of hosting services and management software, as well as the 
implementation of the website, which is constantly updated and maintained, and the 
establishment of our presence on the social media Twitter and YouTube. 
 



 
 

In October 2022, we applied for registration of the status of German e.V (registered 
association, in German eingetragener Verein) to the Berlin administrative court. In 
November 2022, we initiated a process to amend our Statute upon request by the 
court, a modification completed by December 2022.  
 
A further request for modification was received in January 2023, which was 
successfully processed and resubmitted in the same month. After furter minor 
glitches concerning the association’s name, the registration process was ultimately 
completed in late February 2023, with our treasurer A. Aumüller overseeing. SIGN 
thus became a recognized association or German e.V. in February 2023. 
 
In March 2023, we applied for tax-exempt status to the Berlin Finanzamt, but our 
request was initially rejected. We then engaged a consultant through A. Aumüller to 
negotiate on our behalf.  
 
In July 2023, following informal suggestions by the Finanzamt (financial court), we 
proposed amendments to our statute to the Finanzamt, to gain a pre-approval for 
tax-exempt status. The formal re-application is anticipated as soon as the statute 
changes are approved by the SIGN Assembly in October 2023. This should lead to the 
tax-exempt status being granted within 2023. 
 
The tax-exempt status is an essential prerequisite to perform any financial 
transactions, including collecting member quotas, and its denial so far has seriously 
hampered all the activities of SIGN. Despite these difficulties, about 30 additional 
new members applied for membership spontaneously, some of them applying for 
lifetime membership or with spontaneous donations. 
 

Events 2022-2023 
Throughout the academic year, SIGN actively promoted and organized several 
educational and informational events: 

 
x In December 2022, we co-organized the on-line National Space Day event on 

space telescopes, featuring prominent speakers including SIGN founder Prof. 
L. Rezzolla, and V. Fiorentini as moderator; as well, we co-organized and 
moderated (V. Fiorentini) an online event on the human computers in the 



 
 

NASA space programs in collaboration with the Italian Institute of Culture 
(IIC). 

 
x From March to July 2023, we hosted a series of five webinars on Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), co-organized in partnership with the Embassy and the 
National Research Council (CNR) and moderated by V. Fiorentini and SIGN 
founder Matteo Pardo, of CNR-URI. These webinars provided valuable insights 
and fostered collaboration between the Italian and German AI scientific 
communities, leading to the establishment of a cooperation agreement 
between CNR and DFKI, the German research center for AI, which was signed 
in July 2023 at the SIGN-VigoniRicerca conference (see below). 

 
x In May 2023, SIGN played a key role in organizing the Italian Research Day 

event, with seminars and a discussion panel. Three out of five speakers and the 
moderator (Sakura Pascarelli, Roberto Tamai, Emilio Zagheni, Chiara 
Franceschini) are SIGN founders. The video recordings of the event are 
available on SIGN’s YouTube channel, and a couple of photos are below.  

 
x In  July 2023, the SIGN-VigoniRicerca conference on applied AI was held at the 

Italian-German Center for European Dialogue in Villa Vigoni, with twenty 
invited participants from Italy and Germany. SIGN members were in charge of 
planning, organizing, and managing the event in the months leading up to the 
date, including speaker selection and invitation, as well as on site with the 
official opening and closing. The conference was promoted with live updates 
on our Twitter account, and was video-recorded in its entirety, and is available 

 
Ambassador Varricchio and the speakers  

 
Chiara Franceschini leads the panel discussion. 



 
 

on our YouTube channel. A cooperation agreement between CNR and DFKI, the 
German research center for AI, was signed during the conference (see photo). 

 
In the occasion, Villa Vigoni extended an invitation to SIGN to organize a new 
event in either June or November 2024. This opportunity reflects a growing 
recognition of SIGN's contribution in the scientific community. 
 
The relationship between the Villa Vigoni Center and SIGN has further 
deepened as the two organization have agreed to become institutional 
member of one another, effective November 2023. Further, SIGN and Villa 
Vigoni are starting up a bilateral initiative for the support of a scientific stay of 
an Italian-German “tandem team” in 2024 at Villa Vigoni. 

 
x Looking ahead, on 11 October 2023, SIGN members will meet the Italian 

Minister for Research A. M. Bernini at the Embassy in Berlin, on the occasione 
of the first Assembly. The director of the Human Technopole and SIGN 
founding member prof. Marino Zerial will also be present. 

 

  

          

 
Top left: Giovanni Cuniberti kicks off the 
meeting. Top right: an informal group 
photo in the park. Bottom left: CNR-DFKI 
agreement signature (from left Christiane 
Liermann, villa Vigoni secretary general; 
Antonio Krueger, DFKI, CEO, Giovanni 
Felici and Matteo Pardo, CNR; Vincenzo 
Fiorentini, SIGN/Embassy of Italy Berlin. 



 
 

x Also in October, the joint event celebrating the 100th anniversary of CNR and 
75th anniversary of MPG was prewired by SIGN through the efforts of V. 
Fiorentini and M. Pardo (CNR), helped on the occasion by A. Musacchio from 
MPG, also a SIGN founder, who will serve as the moderator at the event. 

 
x In November 2023, SIGN will be co-organizing with the Embassy two events 

within the Berlin Science Week, focusing on nuclear fusion and gravitational 
waves. Finally, SIGN is gearing up for National Space Day as well, also in 
November 2023, when it will co-organize an event discussing launchers and 
satellite projects. 
 

x Finally, plans for a SIGN Scientific Prize for young scientist (two prizes for 
young postdocs and early researchers), postponed in 2023 due to the 
mentioned statutary issues, will be reactivated in 2024.    

 
Summary 

In conclusion, despite severe bureaucratic problems and lack of funds, SIGN actively 
engaged in a wide range of activities throughout the academic year 2022-2023, with 
emphasis on events aimed at fostering scientific collaboration and knowledge 
sharing in the Italian scientific community in Germany. We are committed to our 
mission and look forward to further achievements in the coming year.  
 
A key priority is improving SIGN’s financial state, so as to give it some leeway to 
organize autonomously events and other activities which were planned for 2023 but 
had to be put on hold, such as the SIGN prize for young scientists. In this context, 
SIGN is open to contributions from public institutions, as well as to help from private, 
commercial, and industrial partnerships or establishments both from Italy and from 
Germany.   
 
 



 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 1  
List of founding members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   List of the founding members of SIGN (alphabetic order) 
 
Prof. Antonio Abate Helmholtz Zentrum Berlin 
Dr. Paola Alippi Helmholtz Zentrum Berlin 
Prof. Massimo Altarelli MPI-SD Hamburg 
Herr Andreas Aumüller Honorary Consul of Italy, Dresden 
Prof. Lucio  Baccaro MPI-FG 
Prof. Riccardo Bassoli TU Dresden 
Prof. Francesca Biagini  LMU  Munich 
Prof. Sara Buson U Würzburg 
Prof. Giuseppe Caire TU Berlin 
Prof. Tommaso Calarco  PGI - U Bologna 
Prof. Francesca Calegari U Hamburg- DESY 
Prof. Fabio Caruso U Kiel 
Prof. Benedetta Casu U Tübingen 
Prof. Tiziana Chiusi U Saarland 
Prof. Cecilia Clementi FU Berlin 
Prof. Caterina Cocchi U Oldenburg 
Prof. Luca Crescenzi Ist. Studi Germanici 
Prof. Giovanni Cuniberti  TU Dresden 
Prof. Valentina Cuomo TU Dresden 
Prof. Marco Durante GSI-FAiR 
Prof. Tomaso Duso DIW Berlin 
Dr. Paolo Ferri ESA (retired) 
Prof. Chiara Franceschini  LMU Munich 
Prof. Emanuele Gatti TH Dessau 
Prof. Claudia Gerri MPI-CGB 
Dr. Helen Kohn Staatl. Kunstsammlungen Dresden 
Dr. Gabriele Malengo MPI Mikroscopy Marburg 
Prof. Luisa Mantovani Klinikum Leipzig 
Prof. Sandro M. Moraldo U Bologna 
Prof. Andrea Musacchio MPI MB Dortmund 
Dr. Matteo Pardo CNR 
Prof. Fabio  Pammolli Jacobs U Bremen (former)/Poli MI 
Prof. Katia Parodi LMU Munich 
Prof. Sakura Pascarelli XFEL Hamburg 



 
 

Prof. Stefano Passerini KIT (retired)/ U Roma 1 
Prof. Luisa Petti U Bolzano 
Prof. Nicola Poccia IFW Dresden 
Prof. Maria Cristina Polidori U Köln 
Prof. Luciano Rezzolla  U Frankfurt 
Prof. Chiara Romagnani DRFZ Berlin 
Prof. Marco Salvalaglio TU Dresden 
Dr. Roberto  Sammarchi P&S studio 
Prof. Francesca Santoro FZ Jülich 
Prof. Roberto Tamai ESO 
Prof. Marzia Traverso RWTH Aachen 
Dr. David Vannozzi CINECA Bologna 
Prof. Emilio Zagheni MPI Demographie Rostock 
Prof. Marino Zerial Human Technopole Milano 
 
Honorary members: the current honorary members are the Ambassador of Italy to 
Germany, H.E. Ambassador Armando Varricchio, who is also as per Statute the 
Honorary President of SIGN; Prof. Maria Chiara Carrozza, president of CNR; Prof. 
Maria Carolina Foi, director of the Italian Institute of Culture Berlin; Prof. Vincenzo 
Fiorentini, professor at U Cagliari and currently (2023) science attaché at the Italian 
Embassy. 
 
Ordinary members: the ordinary members who applied since the inauguration day 
have been registered, but not yet officially approved due to the pending tax-exempt 
status. 
 
 
  



 
 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 
Founding document  

(in German) 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 3 
   Statute  

(in German, version as of October 2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

SIGN Network 
council@sign-network.eu 

https://sign-network.eu 

https://youtube.com/@SIGNnw 

https://twitter.com/SIGNnw 
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